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INTRODUCTION

6 OUOUOG 2 w3 T I wUorlitlewsdets uolieadhingydiify ladies how to sew and

do needlework. Mention is also made of how the patterns are of use to other artisans.

3ET OP1 OUI zUwUI R U wb booksicdntaiie®i® this ibtk.uiéhly wishO O wd i wU i
his text conveyed some lost secrets of 18 century needlework. Unfortunately, it

consists mostly of the usual fulsome compliments and overly flowery prose. This is

very natural given that these publishers most lik ely had to please their wealthy
and/or noble patrons of these arts.

What is interesting is that Tagliente mentions men and boys sewing and
embroidering. He may have been referring to professional guild members who were
often male.

Regarding needlework mat erials, Tagliente mentions yarns as well as silk and gold
UOT Ul EEVUBwWH6T T OwUIT T 1T UUDPOT wUOOwWOT UEOQwWUT UIl EEUWT T w
UUUEOOGa wlOl EOUwW?PPUI 286w3T 1T wdOl UEQwWUT Ul EEUWEUIT w
through a metal plate with a hole tha t is the required size.

T EPOOWEUWDPOwWI OxxpPpOOOwWUT T Ul wbUwUIT i1 UI OET wUOw
various interlacing patterns. Tagliente suggests these techniques can be used to work
names, cyphers, or verses.

The first pattern page is one of supposedly easy knots and patterns. In his final pages
of instructions he explains the simple process of over-and-under to achieve the
interlace effect. If a needleworker studies his page and tries to reproduce the designs,
he promises s/he will be able to work the increasingly intricate patterns shown later

in his book.

Following this instructional pattern pages is a page with roundels. Inside of one is a
drawing of a unicorn. The accompanying verse below describes the myth of a
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UOPEOUOZ Uwi O U QuifE doidod; linuhis Uasetawsidal kake that has been
poisoned by a serpent.
There is some basic information in his instructions to those wishing to learn to draw
their own patterns. Some are quite obvious, as in learning to draw something simple
before progressing to something more intricate.
3ET OPl OUIl wOPUUUWEWOUOETI UwOi wUUDPUETT UOwOOUUOwO
2/ 00002 wOPUI UEOOCaA WOl EOUwW? xOPOU> 8 w31 PUwPUWE wU
lace, whether needle lace or bobbin lace. | assumat refers to the needle used. The
Ul UOUwPT PET WUUEOGEWOUUWEUwWOOUUwWI EOPOPEUWEUIT w?
?xUOUOWEwWI DOOG?2 Owldil EODPOT w?i POI U?» wepdl DWEEUODOI
name used for what we now call double -running, butit BUOz OwUT 1T wOOO0a wOEOI |
the 16" century for that stitch.

Modern embroiderers know that by changing the sizes of stitches and threads one

can easily change the size of a design. Tagliente also mentions this. It is nice to know

that modern stitchers are carrying on such a long tradition!

%O0O00O0PDOT wUOT 1T wxETT whpDUT wOT T wWUOPEOUOWET UDT OQwE
designs. The page following that has narrow bands of designs. | am not sure of the

application, as these are so narrow. The band with fruit trees also contains banners

with wording. One interesting band has naked ladies, leaning on skulls, with

hourglasses. This motif and its variations were often used in medieval and

Renaissance paintings to remind one of how Time Flies, and one should enjoyyouth

while it lasts. The band below that shows a topless lady suckling babies while many

N A 2 o z

Some familiar plates (previously seen in Zoppino) follow which include scrolling

designs, double running stitch with the usual acorns, and some fretwork. There is

Ul 1 OWEOQWEOEA&ADPOT wETI UPT OQwbpbPUT wUT T wbOPUPEOUW? (8
into a simple cross. There is a great deal of scrolling designs all over the motif. The

scroOODOT OWEUwUT T wbOUIT UUT EUPOOWOT wlOT T wEUOUWOI w
swastika. This is a very ancient symbol, seen all over the world in various cultures

and time periods. | find it startling that it shows up in such a religious context. |

would also point out that this is one of the very few examples of overtly religious

designs in the entire work.
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3T T wxEOUT UOwWUI EUPOOWOI w3 ET OP1 OUI zUwbOUOwI OEU
PT PET whl Ul wxUIl YPOUUOGawUI | Owb Ow9 @xdesin®@az UWEOOO
fierce turtle biting a laurel wreath. | am sure this would have meant something to
persons of the time period, but | am truly at a loss to know what it symbolized.
3T T wYT VawOEUUwWwx OEUT wbUwOO! wui OppOT WEWYEUDI Ua
manufacturing patterns, even to the scissors used to cut paper. Tagliente describes
large works done in polychrome silk, silver with gold, or all sewn with black silk
termsEUT wi OUWUOEOOQWEUUPEO]I UwoOi wedOOUT pOT wUUI EwE!
"TWEUUUOT UwOEOGa wOOOP Wl OPwUOwWUUT wEwUUaOUUwmpx I
have a designer draw the design for them. Tagliente mentions that his work can
teach mengreat and small who might like to learn to draw, as well as craftsmen. His
opinion is that everyone should have some knowledge of drawing.

Modern stitchers can use photocopying, tracing paper, or mirrors to turn designs into
borders, enlarge or reduce thesize of patterns. Paper folding is mentioned as a way
in which one can take a part of a pattern and repeat it, or turn a flat pattern into a
circular one for a roundel. The process of prick-and-pounce is also described here.
One uses a quill to draw the design on paper, then punch the design lines on the
paper with a needle and rub with pouncing powder through the holes. The result is a
line of dots which one then connects using a pen or pencil to copy the pattern.

Tagliente seems to assume that the needdiworker or wishful artisan who purchases
his book already had a working knowledge of certain skills. This is most likely why
there are no descriptions of techniques.

3T 1T WEOOOWI DEVUwWbDPUT w?2/ UPOUI EwbPOws51 OPEl wEaw&a&boO
15310onUT 1 w»DUUUWEEA WOl w#l ET1 OE1 U2 6

-Kathryn Goodwyn, 2011
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