
 

Flowers of the Needle, Volume IV  
 

da Sera, Domenico 

Opera Noua 

1546 

A Garden of Delightful Designs for 

Needlework, Gathered from the Most 

August and Ancient Books Writ upon 

The Excellency of the Needle; with 

which You may Devise and Work 

Most Beautiful and Glorious Works 

in Various Kinds of Embroidery, 

which shall bear Witness to Your 

Industry and Skill.  

Compiled and Annotated by  

Mistress Kathryn Goodwyn, OL  

(C. Kathryn Newell)  

And Newly Reissued In this Form in 201 2 



Flowers of the Needle, Volume IV 
da Sera, Domenico  Opera Noua, 1546 

http://www.flowersoftheneedle.comm   2 

INTRODUCTION  

3ÏÌɯÛÐÛÓÌɯÖÍɯ#ÖÔÌÕÐÊÖɯËÈɯ2ÌÙÈɀÚɯƕƙƘƚɯÞÖÙÒɯ.×ÌÙÈɯÕÖÝÈɯÊÖÔ×ÖÚÛÈȱ ÛÙÈÕÚÓÈÛÌÚɯÈÚɯɁ ɯ-ÌÞɯ

6ÖÙÒɯ"ÖÔ×ÖÚÌËɯÉàȱȭɂȭ The rest of his run-on title is addressed to young women 

(damsels), instructing them that the book contains all sorts of patterns for sewing, 

embroidery and other styles of needlework. He also makes an interesting reference that 

silk weavers might find th e designs of use as well. 

This collection is a marvelous treasure trove of charted patterns. There are linear (i.e. 

ɁÍÙÌÌ-ÍÖÙÔɂȺɯËÌÚÐÎÕÚɯÖÕɯÈɯÎÙÐËËÌËɯÉÈÊÒÎÙÖÜÕËȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÈ××ÌÈÙɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÍÖÙÔɯÖÍɯÕÌÌËÓÌɯ

lace. The rest of the patterns (and there are many!) offer up a fascinating repertoire.  The 

patterns range from geometric and foliate motifs, to fruit (grapes), florals (two patterns 

of columbines, one of stylized pansies), and birds, and on to styles now popular as  

Ɂ"ÌÓÛÐÊɯ*ÕÖÛÞÖÙÒɂȭɯɯ 

One pattern, christeÕÌËɯɁ6ÙÌÕÊÏɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÉÌÈÔɂȮɯÞÈÚɯÙÌÊÏÈÙÛÌËɯÉàɯ"ÖÜÕÛÌÚÚɯ(ÈÕÛÏõɯ

Ëɀ ÝÌÙÖÐÎÕÌɯÐÕɯÏÌÙɯÞÖÙÒɯThe New Carolingian Modelbook. I have used another of da 

2ÌÙÈɀÚɯ×ÈÛÛÌÙÕÚɯÐÕɯÔàɯ ÚÚÐÚÐɯÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯÚÈÔ×ÓÌÙɯÈÕËɯÔàɯÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÌËɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌȮɯɁ2ÛÈÓÒÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ

6ÐÓËɯ ÚÚÐÚÐɂȭɯ(ɯÌßÛÙÈÊÛÌËɯÈɯÚÔÈÓÓɯɁÐÕÚÌÛɂɯÖÍɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯËÌÚÐÎÕÚɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÈɯÕÌÌËÓÌɯÉÖÖÒȭ 

 
Chart © 1998, C. Kathryn Newell 

This da Sera voided motif is also presented in F. Lipperheideôs 1881 Leinen Stickerie pattern 
collection, itself edited and reissued by K. Epsetein as  

Old Italian Patterns for Linen Embroidery, in 1996. 

 ÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔ×ÓÌɯ(ɯÙÌÎÙÈ×ÏÌËɯȹÈÉÖÝÌȺɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯËÈɯ2ÌÙÈɀÚɯÊÏÈÙÛÌËɯËÌÚÐÎÕÚɯÚÌÌÔɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯ

been done with the idea of voided work in mind. Voided work is a technique whereby 

the background is filled in with solid single -color stitching (using a variety of 
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ÛÌÊÏÕÐØÜÌÚȺɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯËÌÚÐÎÕɯÈÙÌÈɯÐÚɯÓÌÍÛɯÖÕɯÉÈÙÌɯÊÓÖÛÏȭɯ3ÏÌɯÙÌÚÜÓÛɯÐÚɯÈɯɁÕÌÎÈÛÐÝÌɂɯÖÍɯÕÖÙÔÈÓɯ

cross stitch. The large number of surviving pieces of voided work seen in museums and 

private collections seem to indicate that thi s technique was a favorite with Italian needle 

workers of the 16th and 17th centuries.  

There are two overtly religious designs contained in this work. One is of the initials 

Ɂ(ȭ'ȭ2ȭɂɯÚÌÌÕɯÊÖÕÛÈÐÕÌËɯÐÕɯÈɯÚÛÙÈ×ÞÖÙÒɯÚÛàÓÌɯÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÕÈÓɯËÌsign of a 

brocade-ÚÛàÓÌɯ×ÈÛÛÌÙÕɯÉÌÈÙÐÕÎɯÞÏÈÛɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÏÌÈÙËɯÙÌÍÌÙÙÌËɯÛÖɯÈÚɯÈɯɁ×ÖÔÌÎÙÈÕÈÛÌɂɯÔÖÛÐÍɯ

ÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÐÕɯËÌÚÐÎÕȭɯ6ÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÖÔÌÎÙÈÕÈÛÌɯÚÏÈ×ÌɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÐÛÐÈÓÚɯɁ(ȭ'ȭ2ȭɂɯ3ÏÐÚɯËÌÚÐÎÕɯ

is virtually identical to the one in the preceding book  by Zoppino. Howe ver Zoppino 

chose to fill the center of his brocade style motif with evenly spaced dark squares rather 

than the religious motto.  

The publication information is contained on the front cover ɬ ÛÏÈÛɯËÈɯ2ÌÙÈɀÚɯÞÖÙÒɯÞÈÚɯ

published in Venice by Matio Pagan, who appears to have been sharing a workshop or 

living quarters with a fletchery! I have come across one or two needlework pattern 

design books by Matio Pagan while researching other embroidery techniques.  I once 

searched for his name on the Web and found he had printing concerns in a large variety 

of scholarly fields.  

 

-Kathryn Goodwyn, 2011  
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