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INTRODUCTION  

3ÏÌɯÛÐÛÓÌɯÖÍɯ5ÈÝÈÚÚÖÙÌɀÚɯƕƙƘƚɯÞÖÙÒɯɁOpera Noua UniversalȱɂɯÛÙÈÕÚÓÈÛÌÚɯÛÖɯɁ ɯ-ÌÞɯ

4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÈÓɯ6ÖÙÒȱɂɯ3ÏÌɯÞÖÙËɯɁ"ÙÖÞÕɂɯÐÚɯÜÚÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÛÓÌȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯ

charted crown motif at the start of the title. The rest of his run -on introduction is 

addressed first to young women, and explains that the patterns can be used for various 

articles of clothing, and for home furnishings. He adds that the patterns also can be of 

use to painters, calligraphers, etc. The publishing information states that this book was 

printed in Venice by Giovanni Andrea Vavassore, calle d Guadagnino. 

The collection starts with more of the unique patterns  ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚÓàɯÚÌÌÕɯÐÕɯ9Ö××ÐÕÖɀÚɯɁGli 

UniversaliȱɂɯÖÍɯƕƙƗƛȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÊÏÈÙÛÌËɯ×ÈÛÛÌÙÕÚɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÌÔ×ÓÖàɯÈɯÚÖÓÐËɯËÖÛɯÐÕɯÈɯÚØÜÈÙÌɯÛÖɯ

denote a stitch. Some of them have been recharted by Countess Ianthé #ɀ ÝÌÙÖÐÎÕÌȮɯ

.ȭ+ȭɯȹ*ÐÔɯ!ÙÖËàɯ2ÈÓÈáÈÙȺɯÐÕɯÏÌÙɯÉÖÖÒȮɯɁThe New Carolingian Modelbook. 

There follow some double running patterns, mostly geometric in nature, and along with 

ÚÖÔÌɯÓÐÕÌÈÙɯȹÐȭÌȭȮɯɁÍÙÌÌ-ÍÖÙÔɂȺɯ×ÈÛÛÌÙÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÌÔÉÙÖÐËÌÙàȭɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÖÕÌɯËouble running 

pattern of birds. This is the first time in this series that a double running pattern has 

been shown for a figural motif rather than the usual geometric repeats. There are a few 

more patterns for double running designs in this book. One shows  a foliate pattern of a 

vine, one and another one is of rabbits. 

This book contains a pattern that is 

uniquely whimsical and playful. I 

ÊÈÓÓɯÐÛɯÛÏÌɯɁ2ÐÓÓàɯ2ÌÈɯ2ÌÙ×ÌÕÛÚɂȭɯ(ɯ

found this pattern so unusual and 

charming that I embroidered a 

dresser scarf with this motif. (See 

scan, right ). 

5ÈÝÈÚÚÖÙÌɀÚɯÉÖÖÒɯÌÕËÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯ

fussy alphabet. The letters seem to be 
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formed of twisted cords and contain many curlicues. One of the text pages of 

3ÈÎÓÐÌÕÛÌɀÚɯÉÖÖÒɯEsemplario NÖÜÝÈȱ mentions antique capital letters and French ones. 

3ÏÐÚɯÈÓ×ÏÈÉÌÛɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÈÕɯÌßÈÔ×ÓÌɯÖÍɯÈɯɁ%ÙÌÕÊÏɯÖÕÌɂȭ 

The very last pattern is of a dog chasing a rabbit. The start of a repeat is shown, so it 

may have been designed with a border in mind. The caption indicating the end of the 

book is cleverly wor ked into the bottom right of the design.  

-Kathryn Goodwyn, 2011  
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